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any aggrandisement of Prussia to the eastward,
Austria, besides being averse to the aggrandisement
of her rival in any quarter, preferred any lands to
the Polish and any method to that of naked force.
Yet the King, while professing that he was an old
man whose brain was worn out, secured the co-
operation of Russia within a year (isth January,
1772), and of Austria less than eight months later.

The triumph of his diplomacy was enhanced by
the fact that he would have been completely foiled
if Austria had consented to join Russia in dismem-
bering the Turk. As it was, he was permitted to
enjoy the spectacle of the Queen struggling with her
conscience and upbraiding herself, her Chancellor,
and her son. She complained that they had aimed
at two incompatible objects at once, " to act in the
Prussian fashion and at the same time to preserve
the semblance of honesty," The prospective addi-
tions to her domains were to her odious, since they
were " bought at the price of honour, at the price of
the glory of the monarchy, at the price of the good
faith and religion, which are our peculiar possession."
"She is always weeping, but always annexing,"
sneered the triumphant King.

On August 5, 1772, Austria signed the Treaty of
Partition. By agreeing upon their demands the
three Powers had accomplished the hardest part of
their enterprise. The strength of Poland had been
wasted by the anarchy which Russia and Prussia
had studiously conserved. Since 1768, Romanists
and Dissidents had been engaged in a bloody and
desolating war in which Russia, the protector of the